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Therfore thu ſaith the Lord, if thuu return, then will 1 bring thet <Y 

#2aine, and thou halt ſtand before me , and if thou take forth the »- 
czous from the vile,thou 1halt be as my mouth,let them return unto {vo 

but return not thou unto them, os 
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OBSERVATIONS 


OUT OF THE xr. CORINTHIANS $0. 


| ez HE Firſt thing to be obſerved is this, That Grd 
| Y Yigg having commuted a Kingdome orKingly ſtare 
= Ps Ecclehiaſticall to Chriſt our Mediatour who is 

23 [r* the King of it; thr thoſe that he doth be- 
Eee queath or commit this Kingly ſtate unto,they 
are by a&uall receiving of it, Incorporared into him, This the 
Scripture calls an *ngrafting into Chriſt, Joh. 15. 1,Rom.1 1.244 
it is called a marriage, Reve. 19.7, $9.and divers other phraſes 
xt hath to ſer it forth. _ 

Secondly , that this is Simbole-wiſe ſet forth by example 
Of Iſrael, the a& that the fai:hfulldoe, comparing it with theirs; 
and Moſes with Chriſt,and the Moaicall ſtate, and worsbip,with 
the Fuangelicall ſtate and worhip 

Thirdly, that this ſtate and —_y it being Gods, they were 
only bound to it, and to no other : bur ſtraicly charged to ob. 
ſerve whatſoever he had given them in charge, and to walks 
eprightly in this ſtate, and in all the ordinances of the Kingdome, 
Go hat to this flate muſt men flow unto,and to no other,and here 
ro abide and not to depart. 

The ſtraying, of the faithful in matter of Religion in publick 
aFMaires, is called Idolatry , the which the ſervants of God muſt 
flee from,verſ.x 4.4 The faithful muſt not break the firſt Table, 
No more then the ſecond. 

The Second Obſervarion is this , That azthe faithfull are ins 
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corporated into Chriſt (that is, tyed and kyie to him) ſo that Chriſt 
and his appurtenances goe together, I meane the proviledges of 
the Mediatourſhip, the priviledges of marriage ſtate, and kf hs 
7 urtenences thereunto belonging, verl. 16. and this foodis for 
all the fasbfull ; ſo that as they have tt rrue and gloriow ſtate of 
Cbriſt, ſo they have ic fill'd and adorned with r:ch and glorious 
provileages and ornaments, and that as they be ſpiritual, ſo they be 
preciow1n nature and uſe. Here is vos nat habitation, and dwel- 
ling of the ordinances of God : theſe and none other are the things 
commanded to be obſerved and kep+; theſe and none elfe-have 
the promiſes belonging to them;thele and none other have jwyce 
and {fe in ther, in this ſtate. 
 Andas here beall the ordinances of Gods publickg worsbip, fo 
here is the appurtenancefbelonging to them, as Scate, Lawess 
Offices,and er mrs, their glory or bleſſmg on them, 
Firſt therfore here be the ordinances of Chriſt, 
Secondly, they be here in rheir proper place. 
Thirdly, they be here in their right uſe. 
Fourrhly, chey ſtand here in their beauty, with the Leſſing on 
them,with all their atrendances,and with. the lively uſe ot chem 
The Third Obſervation is in verſe x7. becauſe the faithful 
are one body, or bread,or cakp, they be vnited and kmt together b 
a ſpiritual bond, or tye,even their corporatiln. T his one-nes is ſuc 
that admits nor a diviſion in relygiousafs,they be a religiow ſociety 
or bodz,it is ſpiritually one» This reſpeReth chiefly thoſe that be 
a body, or Church(yer it is largely to be underſtood) tor there is 
no permiſſion given to any to walke contrary #0 thu rule. 
othis one ſtate of Chriſt and ordinances, and.priviledges, with 
their own appureenances thereto appertaining,belongs one people 


or body, or Church, with their adherent matter adhering there» ,, 


unto. So this one body is parraker of one bread or meanes of fÞve 
rituall nourishment, which 15 ſpiritual feeding upon the ordmances. 
So that as the body 15 one (that is) one 1n compatineſſe or knitting, 
one in Charter,one in Laws, one 11 erdinances, one 1n offices,and one 
in adminiſtrations; ſo it mult be one in communion, ang one in feed- 
gg on this bread, or meanes of ſpiritual nourtsbment. They be- 
ing baptzzed into one Chriſt, by one Spirit; partakes of one calling, 
2nd of one faith andhope, as Epheſ. 4. 4, 5» 6. ſo partakes of one 
felowship, 1 Cor. 1. 9. So that here is the open bouſe that God 
doth keeep, that whoſoever is hungry muſt come to, for to ſarisfie 
their bwnger , and not ſeek ſpirituel/ food any where elſe bur in * 
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The Fouth Obſervation is out of Verſe of2-18. where the 
Apoſtle layes it down example-wiſe , that ſo asin a Table or 
Glafſe they might ſee the ppynt in hand ; aud che ground that 
the Apoſtle layech againſt them-to difprove, and eondemne 
their judgement, and {0 their praiſe in eaxing of the Idols mſtatg- 
ved meats (it any did ſo) this Verſe ſhews that the ——_—_ 
and ordinances, and all things pertaining to them, they be wh(e- 
parable : ſo that thoſe that partake of the ordinances-in a ſtates 
partakes of thar ſtate, or power an.1 authority, by vertue of which 
they are adminiltred. So thar as every ordinance of that tate hath 
an authour, or inſtitutor ; {> they cannot parrake of the ordinance 
but they muſt partake of the Altar that ſanthifieth the Ordinance to 
the recewer. By Altar in the New Teſtament of Chbriſtis to-be 
underſtood not any mazertall Altar,as thatof old: but lome fpi- 
rituall thing or thmgs ,. as 1s cleare in the Teſtament of Chriſt, 
Now that there is an Altar in the time of the Goſpell, aſwell 
as inthe time ot the Law, is cleave by a multitude of places of 
Scripture, Exek.43.14. Heb. 13-13. Reve.$.3. 'Thatthis Alrar 
is not Chriſt himſelfe,1s cleare to me from-this-$. Chaptezand 
3. Verle,where he is che Hygh Prieſt that offers up the incenſe with 
the prayers of the Samts ; And that 15 not in the beavens properly, 
but tn the heavenly ſtate, appeares by the 192433455. rs, 
with the whole Revelation, What this Altar 1s we may ga- 
ther out of Reve. x 1.x. where the Temple,and.the Alrar,and the 
gor:bapers are diftinft. The Temple | conceive to be the ſtate, 
for that compriſeth all withuvit,as the Alawr; the ſeverall imſtie- 
eutions therein, the worshippers, the people, and this appearerh ir 
che text. That this is no worldly Temple, but fpirituall,is plain t; 
For as the Altar is, fo is the Temple (to wit fprrieuall) therfore 
the oblatigits, and ſacrifices be ſpiritual, the which being offered 
to Godin, and upon this his own wnſtieutions or Akar, they be- 
come accepeable,as Heb. 10. x9, 20, 2122. And as itisin 
this erue ſlate, ſo iris inall falſe ſtates (that is) there is the ame 
comextionand communion berwixt the things themſelves { that 
3s) the ſtate depends upon the Lord of it , and owner of the 
ſame (as afterwards may be ſeen) andthe mſtituriondependon 
the fate, and the Loy Hes on the ſtate and in/titutiong, 
So that without the ſtate no inſtitutions, and withour mſtients. 
#n5,00 ordinances,and [o no worsbip. So alſo is the marter depen- 
dant on the forme, and the forme or ſtate, 0 the authoyof it ; ſo 
that the matrer and formeare relatives, andthe forme and author 
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receit or partahing of ſuch ordinances that are to be partaked of in 
a ſtate, the partakers to have communion with the ſtate and King 
of it, as this example doth ſThew. So that the matey is depen- 
dent on the ſacrifice ; the ſecrifice dependant on the Altar , the 
Altar on the ſtate,the ſtate on the owner of it, and ſo cometh ia 
here, It this were any thing to reprove the judgement Or pre- 
iſe of the Corinthians; then it ſheweth that by their generall 
communion un eating. inſtituted meat , in that inſtituted ſtate and 
Temple, they did partake of tt, even of that atabo.icall ſtate aud 
Snſtitutions, though they were not of that body, butswere of the 
hurch of Cormth, and come to the Idols Temple but on 0c- 
caſton : yer ſaith the Apoſtle, thoſe that eat of the ſacrifice of the 
Altar, partake of the Altar, for it the Altar that ſantisfieth the guift 
80 the receiver, Mat.23.,19,20,21. 4nd tt is the pollution of ity 
{char is co ſay of tne Altar ) that pollutes the guife or ſacrifice, 
ang thoſe that effer it, Hoſ.9.1,2.4. Eating 15 uted for receromg 
and for feeding, and ſo for all religiow communion, as At. 10.13» 
14. and in this Verſe for partaking of the Altar, as well as of the 
ſacrifices , ſhewing that he thar partakes of any adminiſtration in 
a ſtate, doth partake of the power, or mſtiturzn, by vertue of 
which it is adminiftrated. ; 

5- The Fift Obſervation, is out of Verſe the 19. where the 
Apoſtle as he doth mention the ground that their judgement 
was built upon Chapter the $ verle the 4.ſo he alſo uſeth their 
own grounds, intheir own phraſes, that ſo he might both re» 
ow theirerrour , and alfo that he mighc ſhew the contrary. 

ow in that the Apoſtle ſpeaks queſtion-wiſezit 1s not becaule 
he made doubt of che unlawfullneſſe of their prattiſe, but to 
thew the vanity of the ground of it;and to ſhew that when it is 
compared tothe truth, and brought to the true touchſtone , the 
revealed will of God it vaniſheth' away , though it might ſeem 
colourable and ſtrong : yet it being but the beame of a Spiders 
webbe, in regard of the eruyh ic ſelte, he ſhews it hath no force 
norſtrength inie:cherfore he incluſively affirmerh that the Idol 
215 ſomthing , and that that which is offered to Idols is ſom- 
thing,becaule it alters its property to that which it was before 
being now ſet apart for Religious uſes, and is not ro be under 
ſtood thar he held as they did bur the contrarv (namely) that 
it was unlawfull for them to goeto the Idols Temple to cate 
of their meat or ſacrifice. 


6. The Sixth Obſervation is out.of Verſe the 20. where the. 
Apoſtle comes to a full anſwere affirmatively to their ebjifting ; 
ie ay 
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layd down Chap. $.4. that there 4 but one God, And'ih it are fugs 
dry things to be obſerved : As Firſt the thing implyed i 
the former Verſe (to wit) it was not as it was thought, but as 
he plainly afirmethin this 204h Verſe (tb-wit) that the Gextites 
dd ſasrifice to Devils , in which. he ſhews whar-a neare 'relation 
there is between the worship,and the worshippers : the neare con» 
junRion berween the authour of their worshup ( namely the De- 
vil)and the worsbipers who had communion with him, And 
if it be here —— i1s\meant of none but the- Idols wore 
ship, and not of thoſe that wor; bop God, andithiart withdome glo+ 
rious fhew of erath,. as ts done 10 the Antichriſtian ſtate, it muſk 
be remembred,that if we will worship God, it mult be tendered 
upto him, in his own herſe, and by his own r#/esand cydinancesy 
orelle it 15 not bx, neithes doth. he acceps## : neither can men 
truly be faydto do it to bum, it it be done in any falſe ſtate-what- 
foever, he being any the author of it, - but ſome other , for he 
never inſtituted no ſtate tor his m_u to worship and ſerve him in, 
bur only one (namely) chus ly Ieruſalem which # the mothev 
of w all,Gal. 4-26. therfore though men that walke in falſe ſtates 
do pretend that they worsbip Gedeven the rrae God, yer the ruth 
is otherwiſe ; and this I apprehend to be cleare in this Verſe 2 
for the Cormths would never have frequened a worehip that 
they had knowledge of ir, was done to the Devil; neither hack 
the Apoſtle ſaid any thing tothe purpoſe in fo faying , had ie 
not been ſo that they did not know x ww ic was ſo, tor they did 
plead for it upon other tearms, even upon morall grounds ( a% 
the Profeſſours doe for bearing in the Aﬀemblies.) Sothen in 
follows undeniably , that men may pretend to worsbip the rrue 
God, though the mazter and manner of worship be falſe. So allo- 
that men 1n rehigiow communion cannot ſever at their pleaſure, 
and put difference between the office and adminiſtration, and the 
endmnance and thing admimſtred (that is ) they can as they pretend 
keare the word, and of the exerciſe of the guift, and yer 
not partake of-che office : for they doe nor (they tay) heare han 
254 man jn office, but as a man.indued with a guif to preach the 
ord, If theſe perſons are ſo skilled in this diviſion , let themy 
Mew their wiſdome herein, and compare ic with the wiſdome of 
God, which ſaith that there is no dividing of them ; fo that as 


y partakes of the one (that is of the adminiſtration) they doe 
partake of the other (tha is) of the power or office by vertue of 
which els admin tre. For we wuſt remember that aw offices 
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ved doth ride, and wete it nor for the office, neither perſon, nor 
guift, nonordinarce, nor admiuſtrateon cou'd be there, to exer= 
Ciſe his-guiſt, ſo that the power puts into rfſice, the office into ad-« 
Yweſtration, and they both pur forth the ordinance, or thing ad- 
”imſtred. Here alfoif any think that thoſe that are not joyned 
to followup , chat they are more. rolſereted in this particular 
then others that are inaftate : The Apoſtle overthroweth that 
whileſt he ſhewerh;rhac thoſe of Corimr'h that weme eo the Idols 
Femple.,\ wear as thoſe thac werenotin felowsbip with thems 
for that was nor allcheir ſin,” that chey.for che prefenclefr their 
Society but tharthey-hadtaken upa ſinfall communion, both with 
$crſons,and with chimgs which was unlawfull. So that the Apoe 
{tle urpes the foxlneſſe of that praiſe, chiefly for the unlawfulle 
neſle of it an it {elfe, which he would never have done, had not 
that place or ſtate bin to have been abandoned of all whatſoever 
Chat feare che Lord: + Therfore this praftiſe of poin to Jdolae 
trous Aſſemblies ,' whichthe Spirit of God calls whores bouſes, 
Prov.F. 7.8. & 13. 14-is vut onely unlawtull inthe Cormebs- 
«ns , buralſo in a others that be in the order of the Goſpel, for 
what ground ar-warrant hath perſons to.come.there at all; ſee 
ing this is one badge and anarke of our Chriſtianity to haye our 
Faces towards Sion; and ogr backs upon Babylon, Jere.5a:y &'51-9+ 
and in the walking in this way, and on this ground perions are to 
be hcld,aud judged the people of God,and not otherwiſe, So that 
kere is a ſhuveing up of the comroverſie, namely, tha there is no 
more to be (aid, [bur ear chis verdict muſt be given, even thas 
they that bad communion with the Gentiles in their Temples and ſacyt- 
ſkeces. had communion with bim that th- Gentiles had communion with : 
But the Geneiles did ſacrifice to , and had communion with Devils ; 
Therfore thoſe that bad communzon wath them 1m eatmyg of thesr (a= 
erafice had ſo too-:. But tt «the mind of Gad that ail thoſe that be galled, 
bis name, shauld not have felawship with Devils : Therfors of .alf 
that feare God ut muſt be #omyded,. which u dane by w when we'jorſakg' 
all fuſe and Antichriſtsan wayer, ' and walke onely in Godr true wayes, 
guthout balting', worchsping him an $1ton. the City or place of by pren, 
ſexce,according to by own appoentment, 
2 The Seaventh: Obfervarwnas out of Verſe the 21, whereehe' 
Hoy Ghoſt dorh fhew phetimpoſiibilizy of che people of Gods pure, 
exkang of the adminiſtratronsbork in a true 3 and falſe ſtate:3cqore, 
ding to rule, and without wrath !:. for as the former pare of #he 
Chyprer doth ſhew in cthoſeexamples both of che fiane of the; 
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for the IGNORANT. 
Moſes their Mediaor, and type of Chrift, 'whoſe lawes and ods. 


nances'they were zo obſerve, yer rana whoring afrer their own 
inventions, andglſo of the wrath of God manitefſed onchem thae 
did fs, 'Verle: 5:71 $59, 10. for God cannot indure any baltmg 

berween him and Baal, 1 King,1$'2 xineicher can a man ſerve 

ewo Maſters : bur as Chriſt hath purchaſed foule and body, with 
the price of hts own precious bloud , {0 he will have us tv glorifie 

ham wn orr ſoules and bodies, 1 Cor.6. 20. & 7. 23, which 15 done 

by our obedience to the truth;(o thar the obſervation of thele things 

themſelves be the onely things of our wealth : 18 is therfore the 
Saines widome #0 keep them inche ſight of all che people. The 

Lord having (et before us hfe and death, it is the wiſdome of the 

Saints to elchevw che wayes of death , and co have their feet guided 
in the paths of life; theſe things being lo oppoſite ro each other, 
thae the imbracing of che one, 1s the rejection ot che other; for 

a man cannoe walke 1n che true wayes of God, but he muſt reject, 
and hare the falſe ways of the Devill. Beſides for theſe, and 
like ftnnes ( chae ts) tor leaving of the pure wayes of God, and ime 
braceing wayes of their own , che Lord removes the Candle- 
ſticke from, and abhorres even his own mheritance ; {o that tor 
ghis he fortook the Tabernacle of Shilob the tent that be had 
pitched among them, Pi2l. 28. 60. ſo that they be unfie for com- 
munion with him, and uncapable of fuch heavenly treaſures as the 
Saints are made partakers ot,that lo do. So that Ged doth war- 
rane and approve of no fuch pertons walking ſo ; fo that if there 
be en evill beart mm any, thus to depart, or draw backe from the long 
God, bu ſoule can have no pleduye in them, Heb. 3. 12. & 38, 39- 
And ehus I underttand this Scyzpriere treats of the communion 
of che people of God berh with him as Ged, 1 Joh.3.Heb.12.23, 
and allo with Jeſu as Mediatour, ver. 24.and to leſiu the Madre. 
gour of the New 1eſtament. The thangs that they have with God 
in leſu Chriſt1s that beavenly ſtate called Mount Sion , the City of 
God,the beaxenly leruſalem , and the drawing neare to God in the 
wayes of his worsbip herein , is che drawing nearer eo himina 
new and living way, conſecrated by the vayle of by flesh, Heb. 10.20, 
21322. T his being the ſtate which the Lord hach mſtituted fur 
the good of the godly, they are here to dwell under the thadow of 
the Almighty, Plal. 91. 1+ there to he\town mn peace and quietneſie 
becauſe the Lordis ae one with chem , and not co change cheir 
babitations ; for all ather wayes ave wayes of darkneſſe, Way 59. $49, 
10, 11. 4nd be that walkes 81 darkneſſe though he ſayes he bath com- 
gu10n with God , be ni 4 lyar ( as latth che Apoltle, x Joh. 1. 6.) 
B Seeing 
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Seeing the Saints have received a Kingdome that earmet be 1halgn;,. 
yea a Kingdome with all the gloriow appurtenances thereune o be- 
longing : ehertore lc all the Lords people have grace whereby they 
may ſerve the Lord with reverence and podly feare , by vn up- 
rightly and unblameably in by wayes. Concerning the approved 
utc ot Gods ordinances we are taught of God, to uſe them as he 
hath given commendement and not otherwiſe : For in Exod 20. 
God ſtraicly forbids the unholy uſe of any thing that by Name u put 
etoxthe which is done when it is. uſed any other wile then that 
he hath appointed , asthe whole body of the Scripeure doth 
plainly manifeſt. Now Gods Name is largely to be underſtood, 
and the command ts as large as the name or things : fo that by 
Gods Name we are not onely to underſtand Gods Eſſence, as 
Exod. 3.14. but alſo his Arrribwres,as Exod. 3.546. and alſo his 
Ordinanceshis Word and Gofpel, Deur. z3- 34- As 9.15. asallo 
the Law of Chriſt, Elay 42.1. 1s called his ie, Mat.12.2x. 
alſoprayer, Gen. 4. 26. and Gods whole worship with all his ordi- 
ances partaining to the ſame, Deur.21.5. Mal.1,11,12. and 
his Seales, Mat.2$8.18,19. and his Cenſures, x Cor,5.4z5. Mat. 
18. 20. So that Godrequires the holy uſe of all whatſoever his 
Name 1s put unto; ſo that as he doth in the firft Commandement- 
forbid any beſides himſelte to be worshzpped, ſo in. the ſecond. 
he requires all worship to-be pertormed to himſelfe onely, ac 
cording to his own rules expreſſed in his word, which containes. 
the onely Rules for worsbip : ſo that, as we muſt receive them. 
only, and worship him onely by thoſe rules, ſo we muſt uſe them 
as he bath required, and not after, neither eur own wils, nor 
afrer any others ; but torake heed that we doe obſerve to doe 
them1s he hath given charge tGufe them, and not otherwiſe, 


. fv ewill not bold them guiltleſſe that ſhall uſe them otherwiſe 


then he requires. So that this Law of his is the ground of alt 
worship, even of that warobipthat he requires , and irinforceth 
the ſame) and perfe&ly bindes even all that will by the word of 
God manifeſt themſelves to be the = 4 Godto keep cloſe to- 
it, and not tv meddle with any other ſtate, ordinance or worsbip- 
whatſoever, as the tennour ef this Law rightly diſcerned dothy. 
manufelt : as alſo the tennour ofthe New Teſtament doth plain- 
ly ſhew ( namely ) thaethie Lord leſs Chriſt hath: removed the: 

ndleſick from the Jews, andgivenitto the Gentiles, Rom. 
9.and 11. Chapters,as alſo Mat . 22.2.7. and fo forward, Mat. 
21.43. This /tateor Kimmgdome hath diverſe names in the New 
Teſtament, as the ſtocks of a VinezJoh. 15. it hath-the name of an. 


forthe IGNORANT. 
Ofive flocke,Rom. x 1,24. the name of a Kingdome, Mat 21.43: 


Mat. 22.2. the name Temple,Rev. 11.1,City, Mount Son, Lerus 
ſalem,the houſe of God, Heb. 1 2. 22. a Golden Candleſticke, Rev.2.1. 
TT his ſtate ſo diverſly named, and ſet forthzis the proper ſeate or 
being ot all Gods publike ordanances,and worsbep (as the Temple of 
old was, ſo is this ) as the x Cor. 10. doth ſhew, and as all the 
Primitive examples doth plainly prove. So that the ordinances 
ot worshepas they be placed,and ſeated there, {o they cannot be 
lawfully uſed any where elſe: {othatas Iſrael of old was tyed 
to the worsbsp and ſacrifices,and feaſts of all kinds that did belong 
to Geds publuck wor:hip, fo _ were ſtriAly tyed (as to the wore 
sl4p it ſclte, ſo to) the placethat he had choſen our of allthe 
1 ribes to put his Name in, Deut. 12.11. 1 Kin g. chap. com- 
pared with the 9.2, 3:thither to reſort at che r1we appointed,there 
8 worship and ſerve the Lord , as alſo to rejoyce before hmm, and in hn 
preſence. Thertore if there were in any a refulall or omiſſion, it 
was a forſaking of him, and did procure bu wrath, as in the 2 Chro.' 
29. 6, 7, 8, 9- Sothe Apoſtle exhorts #0 take heed that there be 
#20t in any anevill beart in departing from the living God , Heb. 3» 
x2. but co keep cloſe to the way of his Commandements. There 
fore ſeeing the Lord hath ſo placed his ordinances that they cane 
not be lawtully removed out of+ his own houſe , and that all 
thoſe that will manifeſt themſelves to be the Lords people by 
their obedience to his will , muſt thirher repaire for the food of 
their ſav/es , and not to wander inthe way of the ſlrange woman, 
ſoemg Wiſdome hath a houſe polliahed, ber table furnsrbed with dain- 
ties, the command and call of Ged to come thither, Pro. 9.1, 2,3, 

5,6, Mat.22.3. Cant, 1.6. and tke right uſe of them, with 
the promje of bleſſing on them, 1 Cor. 10.16. and all the «ppur- 
tenancevy'that belong to them , as this 1 Cor. 10, doth thew. 
Therfore-as all pertons in matters of Religion are ftraicly for- 
bidden:to worsbip any other God bur the #ue God, fo allo to 
wor:bep him by any other rules then what he hath layd down 
ſo afterno other manner then he hath preſcribed, as the _ 
ares do joyatly drive at, and may be ſeeninthis xo. Cor. The 
which that we may a little the better underſtand, for this end, 
we muſt conſider that we ſpeak of Gods publick worsbip, and nor 
otherwiſe;zio we muſt oppoſe ſuch afts of Religion as are done 
1n a publike ſtate : {o that the ſequell of my reaſoning is not only 
ro mo the adminiſtring, and recevomy of the ſeales m a falſe Stats 
80 be tmlawfull, bur All other afhiows ( as the preaching and bearing 
ef the ward ) or of what nature _ they be , being — 
- 
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that Diabollicall oppofite power to Chriſts, 2s alſo by oppoſite 
_ to Chriſts ſubjefs of Chriſts Kingdome : thele perſons 
ing powred and authorized, not by Chriſt, but by his adverſary, 


{y, theevichly, and uſurpedly intermeddle with ſome ordmances of 
God, for which (in they may jultly teare that he will +hortly come 
#1 flaming fire, rend-ing vengeance to then for that their wickedneſſe, 
that though chey preach his word, yet doe not know him, as his 
ſervants know him ; and allo for d:taynirg the truth im unrighte- 
onſneſſe, 2. T heſſ. x. 18.Rom. x. 18.S0 inthe ſecond place I.,will 
ſhew that whatſgever power Eccleſiaſticall , and ſtate Eccleſiaſticall # 
oppoſite to Chniſts power, and ſtate, that that # a whore, and 
# by the rule of Gods word to be fled from, and none of the ſervants 
of God to be found therein; For the Lord calls all hus elett ones from. 
them , as from theplace where the life of grace cannot breath 
in , and as from the Cage that is ſo uncleane, that there can be 
no building, or abiding there tor the Lords cleane Fowles, for 
that's the bold of every unclean and batefull Bird, Rev. x8. 2, 3 4- 
'F herfore leeing the good word of God which ts boly in ut (elites 
et it comes to be uneleane in the uſe of it in falſe ſtates : fo thar 
unltead of nouriching the ſoules of them that ule it there, it w- 
does them , and is a #wo edged ſword to ſlay them in che true, 
and right ſence of it. So that thoſe vaine and frothy flourithes 
which are made by the Subje&s of Antichriſts Kingdome of 
thoſe glorious things they have, and poſleſſe 1n thele dayes,are 
by the Lord reproved in his truth, alwell as the Idols Temples, 
whole indeed they be and not the Lords So that this is it that. 
1 would prove. Friſt, that God hath given « Kingdome, and State: 
Eccleſiaſtical to hy Servants. Secondly ,that thu Kingdome and State 
"7 compleat with Laws, and Ordinances , with Officers and Admini= 
trations for the execution of the holy things of God, T hurdly, ehat 4s 
all that by rule would be judyed to be the Lords people, are contmegnded 
of God to ſeek ay where be bath put hy name , there to ſeek reſt 


= —" ſothat they are funtizoned and officxated by the enemy of Chriſt, 
For ( X though for ſome cauſes to God, and themſelves they prophane- 
O , b 
Ns! 


for their ſoules , ſo alſothey muſt manifeſt themſelves to'be the Lords by 


their obedience to-the truth, in cleaving to that old, and good way that 
leadeth to eternal life. Fourthly,that no publike worsbip can be per= 
formed to God out of thy Kingdoms, and ftate : and that] conceive 
is clearly manifeſted our of this 10. Corinhþ. by the example of 
Iſratt of old. Secondly,in that the faichfull in time of the Gol 
tis inan eſtate more gloriow chen they were Heb.10.28,29- 
12+ 22. Therfore whea the Sauncs come anto apy other Pate. 
# on, 


for the IGNORANT. 


or are under another mſtitution , performing Religious ations 
therin , they be by the voyce of God pronounced to be Idola- 
ters, a5 this 10. Cor, z.doth ſhew. Fifcly, that the Crdinances 
of Gods houſe muſt nat be removed out their place , which # theipown 
ſtate : for asthe veſſels of the Sanfuary were prophaned by 
polluted perſons; ſo alſo in the uſe of them in any other place then 
where the Lord had commanded them to be uſed ; for they 
could not be uled bolyly among the Babilonians who ſet them 
intheir Temple,becaule they wanted their proper ſeat or place 
of and being all choſe that had them when they were removed 
out of the Lords houſe could not ule them bur prophanely , 
they being not the perſons that God had appointedto uſe them, 

nor the place. This is plain if we conſider the tennour of Gods 

Book wuhthe third precepe. So that he hath compiled fare, 

Luss, ordmances, with their offices and admnmſtrations cogether, as 

may be ſeen in all the Churches, and in this 10. Cor. Further; 

that as men mneſt not partake of any of Gods ordinances but accordung 
to rule : So muſt they uſe and frequent none other, for all wayes of a 
mans owne are by God condemded, all JR of men forbid- 
den ; therfore the ſtate and ordinances of Chriſt with all appurte= 

nances muſt of all Gods people be lowed and ayhered unto,not te 
be departed from,they being the onely life of the ſoulegthe wells 
if the righr uſe of them,thac the waters of life doth runin, So 

that by this lictle that is laid , I may be dilcerned both what I 

intend , andalſo the drift of the Scriptures, which is,that Gods 

ordinances cannot be rightly uſed out of his own fprritual houſe, 

or ſlate; and'thar it 15 unlawtull tor us to goe any whete elſe to 

partake of any of them Cant. x. 6. whether it be the Sacrament 
ox hearing of the word,leeing he that partakes in any adminiſtra- 
tm 1n a ſtate , partakes of the ſtate it (elfe;and ſo hath communion 
with the Devil,the author and king of all falſe ſtates, as the Apo= 
fe againſt the Corintbs1n the 10th Chap. doth ſtrongly prove 
by many :Uuſtrations. So that bearing of the word under an Inſti. 
tation is aſwell communion as receiowng of the Sacrament : for the 
ſacrifice here [poken of, was ou of the Jews wor-bip, and not 
any of their Sacraments , 25 the Non- confoxmaſts ignorantly and: 
blindly affirme. For they had Cirewnciſion, and the Paſſtover for 
their Sacraments,inſtead of which Chrift our King, and ordinance 
inſtunter, ſet up for us under the Goſpell Bapriſme, and the Sup. 
per, Now unto as many ds walke according to thu rule peace be aunts 
therp,and mercy,and unto she whale 1[racl of God, Amen. 
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4 PVBLIKE CHALLENGE MADE BY N.E. 
& all the Non-contormiſts or Reformiſts im Old and News 
England, «nd Holland, in the behaſfe of the totall Seperation, 
but in a ſpeciall manner made to thoſe perſons in [ondon that 
are convinced that the Church od and worship in Fngland 
are all of them Antichriſtian , and yet hold it lawful! for them- 

Selwes to walke in a ſtragling ſpirituall way , without joyning or 
waiting of themſelves to a true viſible Church. But all, and 
#very one of you are Challenged to Anſwer theſe g. inſuing Pro« 
Pofitions partxcularly in writing if you be able. London Az. 1640, 


The firſt Propoſition, 


H AT the planting of Grace in the foule , # not only 

4 renovation : but it en inſtamping mgrafting or 
FR Creating of a new creature, or 4 communicating of the 
[ES divine nature unto the foule, which im no meaſure it 
Y had before , no not in Mans innocencie ; 1 Cor. 
I5-45. tothe5o. 2 Pet. 1. 3, 4 For Adamin his imnocencie was 


but a perfef3 morall man , and had no participation nor divine , 
communion with the divine nature, which if ke had#had,he had , 


been as perfe# as Chriſt himſelfe, and could not poſſibly have 
fallen from his imnnecercy; for it is the yaints communon with the 
divinity of God which makes them that they cannot loſe the 


eruth of the ſeed of grace which God hath wrought,or beſtowed, 


upon their ſoules, 1 Joh. 3.6.9. & 4. 4- 2+ 27. the ingrafting of. 


which is the immediat, and alone worke of God, Joh. 3.3.5,6s.. 


Ephel. 2.1.4.5,6. 1 Per. 1-3-23.1- Joh.2. 20.29. & 5. 20, 
1 Cor.2.12.wrought withour the uſe of meanes. And that all 
that the Miniſtry of the word, or any other meanes doth, is no 
more bue this, namely,to manifelt,and declare, that this dre 
princephe or nature is in the ſoule, Luke $.5.8. 15. orto build ups 
and ſtrengthen the ſoule in ſpiritur!l things, or in the wayes of Gody 
;Afts 20.28. Epheſ. 4.12313. 1 Per. 5.2. TRE: 

2. That the onely materialls of which atrue viſible Charch of Je... 
us Chriſt doth conſeſt,and # made up of, # true matter,and true [oh 


». 


by 


PROPOSITIONS, 


Col. 2. 5. that # to ſay, that all the matter ev people o11ght to be tw- 
gally Separated from the world, and all Antichntian Aſſemblies what» 


ſoever, 2 Cor. 6.151617 Rev. 18.4. Secing Ged in all ages 


pur a viſible and diſtinct difference betwixt his people , and the 
men of the World, Lev.20 29. Deut. 7.6, A.2. 40. & 19 9+ 
of whom it is required that they be not onely beleevers , but 
alſo have a competent meaſure of knowledge to joyne , knit, and 
unite themſelves rogether 1n the comly order of the Goſpell, 
Deut.29 9, 10-12. Nehe, 10.28.29. Jer.50.4. A&.11-23524. 
And the reaſon why fastb onely doth not make fit matter, 15 be- 
cauſe that in the working of grace the ſoule is onely paſſive, and 
not ative in the lealt, fazth being wrought in, or upon the ſeule 


: by God alone. Put in obedrence a beleever is ative, therfore it is 


required he ſhould be hired with a meaſure of kner ledge to 


tender that worsh1p,and ſervace, v hich he offers up to God oights 


and according to his wal , otherwiſe it becomes will. worchip, 
and a lame ſacrifice, which # the facrifice of fooles, in which God batb 
xo delight,or pleaſure, E.cclel.5.1,2.4. And the foyne is that hea« 
wen'y State , City or Kingdome deſcribed in the Book of God 
which hath diverſe, and ſeverall Names, as the beauty of bolines, 
x Chro. 16.29, Syon, Plal.84, 7. leruſalem, Fa. 62.6. the Lords 
boly Mountaine, Ela.65. q I 1. bu boly or ſecret place, which the Lord 
hath choſen todwell m, Pal. 132, 13,14. Jeruſalem the mother of us 
all,Gal. 4-26. The City of the living Ged, Heb. 1 3.22 Mount Sion, 
Reve. 14 1. the beloved City, Reve.20. 9. the boly City, or new le- 
yuſalem, Reve. 21-142. the Lord # there, Ezek. 4.8.35. and that 
we are now as my tyed to the mſtiturions of Ie Chrift un- 
der the Goſpell, as the Jews were tyed to his inſtz:ntions under 
the Law, Acts 3.22,23-Heb.3.2.5.% 10.2829 & 12.25. 

3. That Jeſus Chrift in bu new Teſtament never inſtituded no 
National nor Provmmciall, nor no univerſall Church, which then muſt 


. needs have uniuerſall Officers, but onely particular Churches, or Con= 


$regations » manyof which may be in one Kingdome or Province ,, 
x Cor.16.1.2 Cor.$.1. Gal.1.2.22. 1 Theff. 2.14, and all of 
them independant bodies,Rey. 1,2,3 Chapters, and yetevery 


- one of them have one and the ſame ſtare, Gal. 4.26.0 and the 


fame King, bead,and Lawgivey, one and the ſame Laws, one and 
zhe ſame manner of government; one and the ſame ordinance; one 
and the ſame mſtiturzons, and manner of — having; 
all adminiſteriall power within themſelves , dependivg upon» 
none ;but onely upon Chriſt, their dnely , and «es fpiritualh, 
and viſible head > 2 Cor. 11.2. EpheC.L 22,23: ands F24- 


> 


> 
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Col.r.18.24. & 2.19. who though he be ſpiritual, as the Sub- 
jeRMs, Lawes, governm?nt, worship, ordinances, and adminiſtrations 
are yet, 4s he viſible, Eſay q 6,7. Pal. 1 10.12.A&.7.F55 56.15 
well as his Kingdome, and all the Laws, ordinances, and admins - 
Frations therof, And that ic is altogerher finfull, 2nd unlawtull 
tor any whatſoever to inflict any bodily or corporall puniſh « 
meat upon any for ſpiritual! cthmgs,or matters of conſcience, ſeeing 
excommmnication,dr caſting out into the world is now in the Gol» 
peil purin the place of kil/ing the body under the Law ) which 
wicked practiſe notwihſtanding is not only. uſed by the Dia- © 
bolicall, and Saranicall Prelats here 1 England, but alſo by the 
Magittrates and Prieſts in New- England, who ungod/y, wick'dly, 
and lintully 2»priſon, barich, and take away mens gods, and that 
even for Conſcrence ſake. 

4. That it the duty of all thoſe that will approve their hearts unto 
Godzarnd declare rmto by people that they are hs, Jam.2 18 to walks 
#n a ſpiritual totall Separation from the men of the world , by Jong 
ehemſelves freely an1 volunt.mily to a true viſible Church , there pub= 
likely to worship and ſerve the Lord according to by own Laws , ords< 
nances and appointment , ſeeing the Lord never promiſed by preſence, 
bleſſing, peace, nor protetiion to any perſons watſoever, but onely theſe 
that walke in thu State, City, or Kengdome, into which all hy people 
are bound in Conſcience to enter into1t , Ela. 26.20, Mat. 28.20. 
Cant. r. 6. that defire according to their duty to glorifie bim wn 
the eyes of the world, by holding-forth the publick profeſſion of the 
parity of his truth as ſo many burning and shining lamps in the 
anidſt of a perverſe and crooked generation, Mat.5.26. Phil.2.15. 

That t ſavours of 4 muddy, earthly, carnall, baſe, and unſantiified 
heart, for any man or woman whatſoever, b: they h1gh, or low , rich, or 
poore , to plead that the people of God may lawfully walke ina ſtragling 

Spiritual way , though they joyne not themſelves to a viſible Churb, 
ISam,15.2223. Mat. 13.41 4546: 6-33. Mark. 10.22523« 
forthe ſervants of Ged in former ages made ao cavils againſt, 
(neither needed they any preſling to) this duty, who v ith lon- 
1992 deſftres deſired to come before God, and meet with him in this 
his Sz, Plal.4t.1, 2,3. and 84. 10. and who have taken this 
Kingdome of God by violence, Mar. 1 1.12. AR.2.41.2nd that ſuch 
pleading doth declare thac the chiefe treaſure of ſuch perſons 
are the empty huskes, and baſe things of this evill world, and 
that cheir hearts are poſſefſed witia ſelfe-ſeeking ,, and ſelfe ends, 
and copetouſneſſe which 4 Idolatry, Col. 3.5. Ephel. 5.5. and have 
nao regard to Geds g/ory, Or bonowr, tor which fan he will P!agye 
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them, x Sam. 2.30, Pſal.2. 12, eſpecially in their mnward mens 
2 Thefl. 2. 11. 12. that they ſhall noe excell in being tanrous 
among the erue children of Sron, tor being eminent in the knows 
l-dge of the true wayes and myſteries of God and godlineſie, Ela 1 9. 
13>14-and 59 9,10,11912. Mal.2 2. 10Cor.1.19.& 3.19. 
That leſus Chriſt did redeem, and ſave bu people fromthe wrath to 
come, mainly and principally for thu end , that they sbould glonifie bim 
both m their (oules and loa without feare, Luk. 1.74. Joh.14-21. 
23.& 15-8.1c,14. 1 Cor.6. 19,20, Rom. 12.1. which is done 
when they walke unblameably , and upnghtly without any lelfe- 
jeſpeRs in his publike wayes ; which it 15 their duty fo to doey 
Mark 1c. 30.3 z. in the worſt of times, and amongſt the grea» 
teſt oppoſicions whatſoever, Reve. 12.11. & 14-1.4.though it 
be to the ſpoaylmg of their goods, and the loſing of their lyves, Mat. 10. 
37»38,39. ſecing leſiw Chriſt will have has tull, and whole price 
of all thoſe that will truly 1imbrace and entertain him, Zeche, 
11-12. Which is to part with all for his ſake and glory , with 
willingneſſe,and contentednes, Mat. 16. 24,25.-Mark. 8.34 35. 
38. Luk.9-23,24 & 14.16. whoſe praiſe and glory ought to be 
more precious ang deare unto them, then all they have, are, or 
ſhall be, r Sam. 4.21422. Dan. 3.16417,18. that is to ſay, then 
their own eternall happines and welfare. And that it is impoſe 
ſible for any of Gods people to gloritie him aright,as they ſhould 
and ought to doe, till they be entered into, and joyned as Fel= 
low Citizens with the Sams, Ephe. 2. 19. in this heavenly Statey 
Cuy,or Kingdome, which he mnſtstuted and _ principally 
for the perfeBing and building up of the Saints, Ephe. 4.10. 12,123» 
14-0nr of which they cannot poſſibly wership him aright , nor 
come to the true knowledge of the” naked and pure wayes of 
Ged: ſeeing this City cannor be meaſured by any bue thoſe that 
are within it. Therfore the people of God according to his pro- 
wiiſe,Pſal. x 10.3. Jere.50.4,5.0ught with all willingneſſe, with 
loaging and ſtriving defires(without any compulcion )to come 
to worsbip God within this his Sion, Tabernacle and dwelling place, 
Pſal.68.x6.as his Saints in old time did,Pſa. $84.1,2.& 120, 5, 
ſeeing here, and no where elſe he hath promiſed his preſence, 
grath the increaſe,and growth m grace,Plal. 9.1 1.& $4.7.& 92.139 
14. & 133.3. Zeche.$. 3. 12.and hath tyedall his worsbyp ther. 
to, Joh. 4.23424.Lev.17-1.253,4+-9- Therfore bleſſed are bo thas 
dewelmthy by bouſe,that they may be ſtill prayſung of hum, Pſal.$ 4.4. 
That it a pe 4 to prove that woman to be an honeſt woman , that 
bath bad twenty Baſtards, it # to prove the Nationall,or Pariubionaff 
Foo | C Churedy 
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Church, &r Churches in England to be Chriſts true Spouſe, Reve.1 2; 
== they en hot : 


x6, 17. & 16. _ reaſon of blind and 1 

rant fea offered their Children _— the fire to the Devil,and Mo- 

tech, Pal.101.37. Jer.32.35. had a much ground and warrant for 
Evgland have for theirs 


their ſo doing : as the s in the Church 
worzhip and ſervice which they publikely tendey up to God , Reve. 9. 
20,21.& 13.2.4. And that in the worship and ſervice of God 
there # nothing mdzferent : but by commands doth firifily tye wo 
punAuall obedzence im all times, ages, and places; and that we muſt nos 
sn the leaſt have any reſp: to a miſinformed Conſcience, 2 Thefl, 1, 
7+8,910. which ſo farre as it falleth thort of the word of God, faith- 
Full\ſceing it # 29 be guided by the revealed will of God, Deur. 29.29. 
Eſa,8.20. 2 Chro.y. 15,16, 17. 4nd to be meaſured Lyit, and not 
8 by a micguided,or erroniow Conſcience, Mat. 22.29. 

That though bearing in it ſelfe be a morrall thing,and though a falſe 
edmmniſtration cannot deſtroy, nor annhulate any or dinance of God, ſee- 
ng the ordinance Maker, # the onely,an d alone ordmance deſtroyer, and 
nullifier, At. 6. 14. yet bearing of the word preached from any falſe 
Officer whatſoever, n abſolutely — becauſe A. % a fenfull commu» 
mcating , and partaking in by Adminiſtration, Office, or Inſtitution, 
Mat.23.1 Dog 4 compared with x Cor. 10.1 3% Mar. 
10.40-Luk. 10. 16.compared with Reve. 13.2.4.& 1 Cor.10. 
14-20,21,1 Joh. 5.2x. Hoſ.9.4, for he that partakes mn an ade 
miniſtration im a State, whether true, or falſe, partakes in the State 
felfe ; 'Thertore thuugh the naked truth of God in the punity of ity 
were taught by falſe Officers, in falſe Aſſembliez, yet it i343 un- 
lawfull tor Gods people now to goe thither to pertake in bearing 
of it,0r tO eat any ſpiritrzall meat there , as it was for the Ifraelites 
to goe to the Phuliftims when the Arke of God was in the houſe 
of Dagen, there to ſeek Gods preſence : or for the Corinths togoe 
to the Idols Temple to eat of their ſacrifices there ( though eat« 
ong initlielte be as moral/as hearing is ) yet the Corinths going 
thither to eat of their ſet apart, or mſts:uted meat , made them to 
have communion with Devils, who were the inſtituters of their 
inſtitutions and ſtate, 1 Cor.,10.20,21. and as lawfull was it for 
the Iſraelites to goe to Dan, Bethel or Gilgall, there to ſacrifice 
and doe worship unto God(as it is for us to goe to heare the word 
of God in falſe Aſſemblies) unto which places the Lord petemto= 
rily commands them they ſhall not goe, Ho. 4. 15. & 9. 15% 
Aros 5.5. ſeeing the Lord had tyed all his worship and ſervice to. 
the Temple at Ieruſalem and there onely promiſed his preſence 
and acceptance of theirſervice and worobip, Neut.12-11+ 1 Kin. 8, 

| compared 


oY 
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compared with Chap. 9-2 23- And that the Lord now underthe 
Goſpell hath as ſtrictly ryed all tus worsbip ang ſervice to be 
offered up and performed in that heavenly State , City or King= 
dome before ſpoken of,which is called the * new Ieruſalem;com- * Reve 
ing down from beaven; the name of which City #, $ The Lord u there. + Exek, 
And therfore out of it to worsbip the Lord may we not goe, leſt 
we ſin as the Jews did wholeft the Temple, and went to ſacifice s 0. 
wnder every green Tree , which though their ſacrifice which they of 
offered up there was true ſacrifice, ver, it comes under a ſharpe 
reproof,as a groſſe and remarkable fin; becaule they brought ic { 
not to the true State and Altar, where onely the Lord had come 
manded them to offer their ſacrifice. Even fo though perſons 

oe to heare the word of God in a falſe ſtate , and think they may 

awfully fo doyyet they come nnder the ſame reproof with the 
Jews, being guilty of the ſame fin, there beivg a true paralell 
berwixt the jews offering up of ſacrifice under the Law, which 
was part of their worsyp, and of our bearing of the word preach- 
ed, which 1s part of our worsbsp under the Goſpell; the material 
Temple at Teruſalem being the type, and our ſþirituall leruſalem, vr * 
heavenly State 1s the ſubſtance of 1t,in the whuch onely,and alones 
and no where elle his people are to tender all their worshyp , and 
ſermice to hum : ſeeing he hath nor declared nor promiſedthat he 
will own any ſervice whatſoever, but only that which is offered 
up unto him within this beavenly Staze or boly City,. his dwellmg 4 Pſal $7.33 
and abiding place,of which gloriow and excellent things in Scri Iſay.60.19 200 
eure Þ are {poken of. And: chat betwixt morralthings and inſti Rev.2 1.6523 
tations there 15 this difference : Morralthings are therfore good, (- bapters ; 
becauſe they areſo in themſelves. Inftitutzons are therfore good , 
becauſe the n/tituter hath ſer thewn apart for a holy uſe , and or= 
dayned them 1oto be, as the Tree in Paradice; and the Taber- # gee for this, 
nacle,and Temple,and all the things thereunto belonging,and 4 jaze printed 
all the zyſtitzucrons under the Goſpell ; as the Temple, Altar, and Booke, called. 
worshnpers, all ot which are mſ!scutions and therfore holy. The Sufficiency 

That that Learning of Curzous Arts aud Sciences, which men at- of the Spinits 

gain unto at the Schooles , but Humane and not of God, the attainmg Teaching wichs 

wnto which y no way neceſſary to the makung of a man fit tobeare office ,1v Humane. 
#n the Church of * Chriſt, but that man that wants themmay be e © rry | ,aynin 
gay s fit as be that hath them. For they puffe men up with pride po How 
and worldly waſdome which 1 $ foolishneſſe, and enmuty againſt God. ROY , 
And thertore thoſe that have theſe humane Arts , and earthly 6 1 Cor.1.19 
learning are not more unfit then others that want them , to be 3,, 2, 28. 8 


choſen by the Church of God officially to officiate therin, bur Be p 
cauſe they cannotealily be iryed AcOrng.40 thole rules which 2. __ : 3+ Ss 


PROPOSITIONS. 
the Apoſtle Paul layes down to Timothy for that end, For with- 
our grace they will,and do cheart,couſen, and deceive the Saints 
% many times with their Arts, by making that ſeem to be a ſpiri- 

we exall puift from God,which is nothing elſe but a humane Art, But 
7 CE . 
| E# "23. Or, 12.6. 


thar /eaming which chiefly makes the Saints fir to beare office 
t, and cake care of the Church of God, is divine and fpiruual 
7, $:9-10.1I1, learning,ot which Gods the * Author,without which none are 
$ WCnr-2.10, truly able ro know,and interpret the holy + Scriptare, T herfore 
TY wo,wo, to all thoſe chat follow , and are guided , and led by 


\% 


Anticbr:ſts ignorant, and ſpirituall drunken Prieſts, whoſe ſoules 
are (0 1ntattiated, and beſotted with the abominable fornic ations 
of the Scarlet whore, that they are nor able rightly to know the 
will of Go4, and therfore do they feed you with ashes, froth, and 
ſcumme,and theſe you take for famous eruehs,their hearts being 
to exceedingly deceived, that they are got able to deliver their 
m_ _ their groſſe ore yn Ldolatry, x wick-dnes,nor 
Iſar.44.18. lay # there not « [ys ineur right hand : for as the Prophet # Eſ/ 
F ey 44-16 Ar they have n9 Twatke uk nor heavenly unde plenkine, for 24 
bath shut thesy eyes, that they cannot (ee, (5 then hearts that tt ey can« 
not underſtand. Anſwer theſe g. Pr poſitions O all ye Non-con for« 
miſts, or Reformaſts, it your much boaſted of abilities, have any 
reality or ſubſtance in them beſides windie and cowardly brags, 
(who think you are ſeparated away frow Babilen and Antichriſt, 
and yet you are in midit of it, and have communion with him )and 
by Gods aſſiſtance you ſhall be punttually replyed unto, Bur 
look to it, if you goe to your cowardly fugitive, and run-away 


ſuffe their Books tull with citations of their rotren, putrified 

and empty Fathers , and Authors, and Heathenith Poets, and 
Phyloſophers,which uſually they do, giving us three of them, 

for one well applyed place of Scripture. Bur if now they thus 

doe,of their Authority I fhall no more eſteem, then of the dire 

inthe kennel : The moſt of whoſe Books are fit for no other 

uſe,or place, then to be burnt in the fire,as the Books of thoſe 
o AR. 19.19. that u ed curiow Artsin the $ Apoſtles time were , and fo ſhall 
the word of God grow, fleurizh,and prevaile as thenir did. Neither 
ler their anſwere be with tricks,and quillets by the cunning of 
their deceivable humane Arts , with which they can make Vecks 
ſeem whwte,juſt Jugler like; Nor yet with their rotten and falſe 
Scholaſticall diſtin&ions , as nearing the word of God from an 
officer,and yer they doe not heare him as an Officer)which is but 
a Sophiſticall diſtin&ion ſerving to no purpoſe. And all theſe 
bumane deviſes I eſteem of no more uſe in matters of controverſie 
co 


Prieſts to. get them co anſwere it, that you charge them notto | 
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to find out the naked eruch of God, then pitch, roſen and flaxis ts 
nch fire , which will much. more increaſe and aggravate it : 
even ſo will they, though things now ſhould be very darke,yer | » 
the making uſe of them tro make them more obvious and cleave. "i 
will make them more miſty and obſcure. Therfore ] defire: © + % 
him, whoſoever he be that anſwers me,to weigh chings inthe > 
ballance of the ſanFuary (1 mean the unerring word of God) and: 
to goro the Law and the FTeltimony , and ſpeak according to 
that, otherwiſe I ſhall cell him ( and that in the words of the 
Spirit of God) * there u no light of truth m him; T herfore let it be » Iſay. $.20s 
anſwered by the Authority of the Scrapture, for i # that which 
reſtafies of 4 Chriſt. And the want of the true knowledge of this 4. Þob, 5. 39. 
15 the ground of all erruuy and F ignorance, which your Prieſts by 4 Mat. 22.29 
their rotten filthy Diabolicall arts, andinvencions do obſcure, 
darken,andecclipſe. Thertore I doe verily think and beleeve 
that for this caule G04 will never honour them to due him any 
ſpeciall or (inguler piece of ſervice, forhe taketh rhe wiſe in thery 
own craftineſſe, and d1ſappointeth-the deviſes of the crafty, andſ-rs up 
on high, thoſe that be low, $ and matgththe wiſe men toperisb, t an1 $.1oh. 27.72; 
Fruſirateth the tokens of lyars a5 they are) and mak-th drviners mad, F Iſay.2 9-14» 
end turneth wiſe men backward, and maketh their knowledge © fools4h, 
which by dayly, and large experience we ſee maniteſted; and. 
made good, nor never make ule of them, for principall inftru- 
ments to pull down and deſtroy the filthy black: Soddomuriffx 
Babilonian Kingdome of Antichriſt ; for as faſt as any of them 
by the word of Ged doe labour to pull it down with one hang;. 
they by making uſe of their humane arts,and /tarning, build'it u 
with both hands : and-more ſtregthen the enemy with theſe 
their wicked weapons , then they weaken him with: any other 
they can make ule of. 'Fherfore let all Gods people that defire: 
with all cheir might to pull down che whore, make ber deſo- 
late, and naked; cry down all theſe wicked Arts, and -bumen.learn. 
Sng,and all wats w3ſdome to the pit of hell trom whence they 
came, and only make uſe of the emo-edged ſword of Gods word, as 
the very chief weaponto pierce and run through the very hears 
ofthe ſcarlet whore,and o «nr for _ w1ll prerce even to ' 
the dividing aſundey of the ([oule and Spirie , * of the joynts and * Hki-a. 30) 
m — gh word of God 15 that rnold ſword >a 4cavn oute Heb 4 ite 
of the mouth of the Lamb our Captarn Chriſt Jelus, who ſits upon the | 
white Horſe,who im riobteouſueſſs and truth doth | udge,and make war, 
and with thy he goes forth conquering, and to a Oe to [mate the 
Nations aud people that doe not nor will not obey bu truth, for he tread- 
eb the winepreſſe of the fiercenes of the wrath of $ Almighty God. And' 4 Rew. 
| Ky wich | 
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with.this fpurieudl, overcoming, unefiſteble conguers are 
we his Souldiers, or Armies that are in 664g upon 
M wunt $zon (thar j5,in the true Church,or ſtate of Gd) ready to de 
our Fathers will and pleafure, to fight couragiouſly againſt our 
ſpirituall Babilonian enenzies wn following the Lamb whither ſocver 
he gaeth , and to do him what ſervice ſoeyer he pleaſeth to call 
us £0, and n9t to loye our lives unto the death ; feeing he hath 
redeemed us from among men, and made w Kings and Prieſts unto 
God our Father, Thertore O my Brethren, be cxhorted to con- 
rage,and zeale,tor the Lord and his truth: for this is it wherin he 
ſhall be Ylanificd by us: therfore ſhake off all baſe, and carnall 
Feare, an4 be not afraid of the greatnes of our enemues, but let us 
publikely in an united bond , profefſe the purity of his truth in 


+ Rev. 12.12- ſincerity,tor we are ſure by ehe word of hu + Teſtimony to overcome all 


FO 


D_ 


+ 2 Son. 23. 
IG, 17- 


that do oppoſe ws : For the Lord ere long by the ſpixit of hu mouth,and 
the brightnes of by connng, in this his glorious Kingdome (before 

{poken ot )will deſtroy the man of fin,that ſo long bath trampled thy bu 
boly City wnder foot , for the proſperity and TE ithing of which 

we are bound in duty to ſtrainfor,and hazard all we have. Ther- 
fore if I forget thee 8 leruſalem, let my right hand forget her cunning ; 

and of I doe not remember thee 8 Sion let my tongne cleave to the roof of 


6 P[d.x 37.6, my mouth, yea if 1 prefer not $ leruſalem above my chief joy For 


qule longs, yea exceedingly with earneſt deſires to ſee Jerſa- 
{lem become (as | am ſure when Antichriſt is deſtroyed ſhe ſhall 
be )the prayſe of the whole earth. T herfore all ye choice Speare-men 
of the Lord, be as valiant for your God now in the dayes of Ba= 
bels cottermg,as F Davids worthies was for him,andſtoutly break 
through the Hoaſts of the BabiJovians thuſe ſpiricuall Phylt- 
ſtims,and fetch,and take the water of [5fe fiom out of their pole 
Juted hands,which they theeviſhly have Rolen, and vſarpedly 
make ule of, that the Lords weake ones may Freely drink of 1t 
without feare of being poyſoned : and let us all, yea every one 
of us that f{a1d upon Mor Sz with our Fathers name writ- 


* Tere. 50. £5 ten #1: our © farebeads according to our duty. Ler.us put our ſelvs 


keve. 18, 


in array againſt Bobilon,round about,and call together the Lords 
vatiant Spearmen,and Azcbers againſt her. Therfare all ye that 
bend the Bow , Carap againſt her rqund abauc , and let none 
chat belong unto her eſcape ; but recompence her according to her 
gorke,according to all that sbe hath dane let us dounto ber, for zhe hath 
been proud agawiſt the Lord, even.againſt the holy one of Iſrael. There 


fore let w cauſe her young men 20.fall in the ſtreets, and all ber men of 


gar let (as much as we are able , cut off. Now her <boice men 


, 8aracc her gfficers , whole qffces is that great River Euphrates 
1 | 


poken 
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fpoken of in the Revelation, which principally we muſt labour 
t6 dry up, becauſe till ic be dryed up,we the ſons of npbreouſneſſe, 
and Kings of the Eaſt cannot come 80 _ ber and deſtroy ber. Now 
the chict meanes to dry up her offices , is to retuſe all ſpiritual 
ſubjeRion to them, and not to Rive to any of them ar any time 
their uſurped fees, forthis I will maintain, that it is abſolutely 
finfull,and unlawfull to pay unto them any money which they 
demand,as an Eccleſiafticall right,or to enter bay] unto them ; 
therfore in my judgement thoſe doe deny and difhonour God, 
and his erat, char direftly or indireftly fee , or give money to 
their Diabollicall Purſeyants , for their liberty when they are 
taken by them ; ſure 1 am the Apoſtles and. their feHowers 
were never fo baſe and cowardly ;. yee this isa common finne 
amongſt all our Congregations,the Loxd amend it : andin after 
tune give us more courage and zeale for his glory , otherwiſe our 
condition will be like to Laodicea even to-be huke-warme , for 
which we may ſhortly feare the Lord wil pew ws out of hi mouth. 
A Second fort of her Champions,are thoſe that draw nearer to 
God in w_ things then others of their Bretheren doe , and 
theſe are called Puritans or Profefſours,whoſe vizards I have in 
art in my foregoing Propoſitions unmasked ; and theſe by 
w much the more they ſeemingly draw nearer te God in 
their falſe waze, ſo much the more hurt and miſchief they dog 
by keeping others more weaker then themſelyes from a wil- 
ling ſtooping increly to the Scepter of Chriſt , for which ſinne 
the Lordplagues them : for it is dayly ſeen thateven Publicans 
and Harlors enter inco the Kingdome before them, to walke in 
that order which God hath appointed for their building up, ther= 
fore againſt theſe ſhould. we fight, and with all our ſtrength and 


cunning, take from them their mazks, vizards, and figge-leaves, x 


unto whom | may truly (iy as Gad by the Prophet * Efay ſaid 
to the old Babilonians, chat your wiſdome, and your knowledge bath 

tedyou, which makes you ſay im yaur bearts you are well and need 
no mendmng . Therfore sball v1 come upom you, and you thall not know 
from whence it aniſeth, and miſchief bal fal upon you and you hall nos 
be able to put a off, and deſolation thall come npon you ſodamly, which 


you ball not know. Therfore ſtand now with yourinchantments,, 


and with the multitude of your ſer2ces(that is to ſay,with your 
ericks and quillers, and cunning {. ule-deceiving ſhifts )wherin 
you have laboured from your \outh, 1f ſo be you ſhall be able 
to profic,and prevaile; you are wearied in the multitude of your 
Couacels. * Let now the Aftrologers, the Starre-gazers,: the 
monethly Prognoſticacers (that is co ſay, your famous — 
tho 


Eſir 47% 
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. 3 IS Yale wiſe 2nd learned men (as you eſteem them) whole frothy 

» ay10gs,and foolith councell by ſome of you ate judged as Org- 
X54 Cles; let theie I ſay ſtand up and ſave you (if they be able) from 
__ ) thoſe rhings that ſhall ſhortly come upon you, Behold they shall 
| F* \ be.a ſtubble, the five hall burn them, and thy shall not delwver them- 
« MY ſelves from the power of the flame theref, and there shall not be a coals 
* _—_ fer your to-warme at, nor fire to ſet before you. Thus ſhall it be nnta 
\. you with whom vyou have laboured, even your ſpirituall Mer 


thauts fromyour youth , they ſhall wander every ore to his 
quarter, none ſhall ſave you ' © lehovah thou Lord of hoſts, and 
powerfull God, that.thou wouldrſt rend the heavens, that thou wouldſl 
an wrath and fury come down , that the Menntams might flow down 
at thy preſence , as when the meltimg fire burneth , even the fire that 
cauſeth the waters to bryle, 20 make thy great, dreadfſull, and terrible 
name l».own to thy Batilonian Antichriſitan adverſanes,that the Na- 
e Iſa.64.1.2. tions therof may * tremble at thy preſence : ard haſten thy conang un 
thy gloricus Kmgdomeand caſe the bughtnes there to ſcorch,torn.ent, 
and torture the very ſonles ard ſpirits of thy ſprunall cnenaes : and 
+ Nx y,” Putt Nehemiaks courage, ar.d zeale mto the hearts of all the Lambs 
i: redeemed ones , that they may at «ance jower out the Vyalls of thy fury 
& Rev. 16, #74 fierce indignation F upon the very throne of the Beaſt, to the rume 
theref, that hy worsyppers may gnaw their tongues for very pain, and 
cry out with weeping, and wayling for the " 11Fton of therr ſpiritual 
Babylon,alas, alas; and cauſe thy ſervants m all their ſpiritual bat tayles 
wever to make uſe of apy of the Beaſt i vr ,. or humane weaponsy 
which are no better then tnl raches; but make it known auto them that 
# 1 their duty to be as unlike unto h1m m all things whatſoever as 
F peſſibly they can, and to keep cloſe ro thy Law and Statutes, $ For 
bleſſed are they that do thy Commandements , that they may 
have right to the Tree of life , and may entes in through the 

gates anto the holy City. : 
And fo my oppoſites I bid you farewell , and reſt yours in 
any ſervice tor Ch iſt his eruth and glory, to be: comman- 
ded, and truly deſiring the good andwelfare of 

your ſoules, 


; : EF I N I $. 
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